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WORSHIP

The vision of St Mary’s is to grow 
numerically (and spiri tually) 
across all age groups with a 
special focus on younger people.

Over the year the average 
Sunday attendance was 33 adults 
which increases to around 50/55 
people including children on 2nd 
& 4th Sundays.

Attendance at special services 
saw 355 attending worship on 
Christmas Eve, which of course 
included the village Christingle 
service.

Over the year 2 
c o u p l e s w e r e 
married and there 
were 5 funeral 
services.

Our pattern of 
s e r v i c e s h a s 
changed further this year in line 
with our vision - now having two 
serv ices a month that are 
contemporary and two that are 
traditional.  

I’ve been particularly grateful to 
Peter Smethurs t and John 
Hutcherson for their preaching 
and leading during the morning 
services.

Our grateful thanks go to Jackie, 
Chris C, Philippa, and the band 

led by Chris B who help our 
congregation worship freely.  As 
well as for those who provide and 
serve our refreshments after our 
services.

Thanks to everyone who gets 
involved in the life of the church, 
whether its organising the social 
even ts , do ing the flowers , 
cleaning the building, being on 
one of the rota’s to ensure the 
worsh ip l i fe o f the church 
continues, part of the youth work, 
Cafe Connections or the schools 
team.  I particularly want to thank 
Jill Russell for her extremely hard 

work as Church 
Warden.  But I am 
very grateful for 
all the things that 
‘just happen’ in 
and around St. 
Mary’s.

The PCC 
consisting of: 

Lyn Bennison 
Chris Brett (Licensed Evangelist), 
Linda Brett (Lay Pastoral 
Minister),
Jackie Howkins, Jane Cox, 
Judy Howkins,
Sue Fairbrass, Chris Howkins
Kelly Joyce (Secretary), Dawn 
Bell, Sue Wagstaff (Treasurer), 
Bob and Jill Russell (Fabric and 
Church Warden)



would like to thank everyone for 
the support and encouragement 
throughout the year.

Revd Dawn Airey

G R O W T H A C T I O N 
PLAN...

In 2016 the PCC devised its GAP, 
out of which came the church’s 
current vision. It is encouraging 
having achieved the strategic 
goals we set ourselves each year 
on the road to Kingdom growth 
since that point.  It is fair to say 
that a huge amount of work has 
been done in the last four years.

We have in the last year:
-continued transit ioning our 
Sunday morning services
-continued with two Bozeat home 
groups
-there has been much work in the 
church building noted elsewhere
-Employed a youth worker across 
the benefice (part time)
-Employed a Ch i ld ren and 
families worker for Bozeat (part 
time)
-continued with evangelistic 
events, particularly last year 
focussing on missionally making 
the most of Easter and Christmas.

The last PCC vision day in 
J a n u a r y f o c u s s e d o n 
consolidating the changes.  There 

is a sense in which it is right to 
now take time to allow things to 
become embedded. 

Revd Dawn Airey

CHURCH WARDEN…

In May we had our Quinquennial 
Inspection.  Two precautionary 
future issues were identified; the 
Porch and overgrown foliage on 
the Stone Boundary Walls. 
In his yearly inspection, the Arch 
Deacon also found the building to 
be in good running order.

In Summer we had a risk 
assessment by Ecclesiastical on 
both the Church building and land 
and the Church Hall assessment.  
I have been helping the Church 
Hall team on matters pertaining to 
the roof and their contracts.  We 
still have to update our risk 
assessment of the Church 
building.

This year the church has: 
-A new heating system.  
-‘New to us’ kitchen, new flooring 
to follow.  Consideration is being 
given as to how best to use the 
‘safe’ wall in the kitchen also. 
-45 new chairs have been 
purchased as a result of people in 
the community giving.
-Removal of an old Altar to make 
space for storage is awaiting Arch 
Deacon approval.



-The old ‘map’ drawer in the 
vestry was found to be rotting and 
is in the process of being 
replaced.  We continue to have a 
problem with the radiator in the 
Vestry but George is dealing with 
this.
-Sound System is being updated.   
We appreciate that Wollaston St 
Mary’s gave us their ‘old’ system.

The Roof Alarm gave Bob and I 
undeniable stress during late 
Autumn and through the 
Christmas Festivities.  It seems 
the matter is now fully resolved.

Finally, I would like to thank 
everyone who has used St Mary’s 
over this last year.  No matter 
what events have been put on or 
by whom, the Church has been 
kept in good order and despite the 
challenges of its fixed pews, its 
age, and its modernisation, you all 
have worked around that and I 
believe we have experienced one 
of the busiest years, of Services, 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 
Youth Team, social days and 
community events and just  ‘open 
days’ in the buildings recent 
history. 

Jill Russell 

MISSION

CHILDREN...
In Sep 2019 Jo started work with 
us as our part time Children’s and 
Families worker.  As well as what 
follows, Jo is also involved in the 
schools team, tots group and is 
looking at how we reach and 
support families.  Jo says:

“Experience Christmas and the 
Christmas Tree Festival were 
fantastic in the building this year.  
The Christingle Service worked 
really well as a Nativity.  We’ll 
definitely repeat these.  2020 
sees the start of our new pattern 
of services, which includes 
Communion on the second 
Sunday.  So I have been 
focussing on helping the children 
understand communion. 
Throughout Lent families are 
encouraged to use the ‘Live Lent’ 
booklets which provide a 40 Day 
challenge linked to looking after 
God’s Creation.  There is also a 
’40 Acts family wall chart’ 
available”. 

Easter Bags were prepared for all 
children at Bozeat Primary School 
to take home ahead of schools 
being closed.  

A big well done and thank you to 
everybody involved with the 
children’.

Jo Icke



HOLIDAY CLUB 2020 
Holiday club 2019 - DESERT 
DILEMMAS, followed the story of 
the people of Israel, following God 
in the desert and being made into 
his people.
Again we had a marvellous team 
leading a group of around 36 
children, a bit smaller numbers 
than previous years.
This years will be “Holiday Club in 
a Bag’ called ‘Brave Dave’, 
following David the shepherd who 
became King.  Each child will be 
able to collect a bag with all the 
stories, activities, etc that would 
have ordinarily be done in the 
building.

Louise Morton

BOZEAT PRIMARY SCHOOL
The schools team now consists of 
Jo Icke, Sue Fairbrass, John and 
Jill Cotton as well as myself.  We 
continue to do regular assemblies  
and a year 6’s transitioning 
session.  We are currently 
considering running a parenting 
course jointly with the school.

Revd Dawn Airey

YOUTH WORK…….
Last year we both welcomed and 
said goodbye to our Youth Intern 
Alia.  In September 2019 Sarah 
Howes became our part time 
youth worker across the benefice.  
From Sep 2020 Sarah will start 

her youth work diploma supported 
by the diocese:

The ‘Open Door’ youth project is a 
drop-in youth group based at the 
Little Chapel (TLC). Year 6-8 meet 
6.30-7.45pm and year 9 ups meet 
8-9pm.  In Oct 2019 Sarah started 
a home group/discipleship group  
called Explore for those becoming 
Christians. Explore Thursdays is 
fortnightly.  In sep 2019 Sarah 
also started Explore Sunday 
mornings on 2nd & 4th Sundays.  
The youth work in Bozeat is part 
of a benefice wide youth strategy 
to see the Kingdom of God come 
among young people, and part of 
the specific vision and strategy of 
St Mary’s.

Sarah Howes

BOZEAT LICENSED MINISTERS

Time For You
This is a new group for ‘Carers’ 
and the ‘Cared For’ every first and 
third Friday afternoon 2 - 4 pm at 
The Little Chapel. This is run by 
leaders Linda Brett and Sheila 
Dorrill with a team of volunteers. 

Café Connections 
After 12 years and much prayer it 
f e l t r i g h t t o c l o s e C a f e 
Connections to make way for the 
new contemporary style services 
in St Mary's. A number of Cafe 
Connect ions regulars have 



become active members of St 
Mary's since the last meeting in 
September 2019. 

Sunday Worship at St Mary’s 
Bozeat
We are continuing to mull over 
alternative ways to further 
develop the local church ‘fringe’ 
as the new service structure at St 
Mary’s (Bozeat) of 2 
contemporary plus 2 traditional 
services per month continues to 
take shape and becomes 
established.

Little Connections
Little Connections meets in 
Bozeat Church Hall every Monday 
9 - 11 am in term time. It is lovely 
to have Jo Icke back in the team.

Home Group - this runs every 
other Thursday evening at the 
vicarage. 

The Fun Day in July attracted 
over 100 visitors. 

Light Party  this year was again  
a success.

Bozeat Men’s Breakfast ran 
once at The Little Chapel with 
guest speaker Dawn Bell and full 
English breakfast.

Fun Friday
Linda has felt it right to stop this 
now to use her time in other ways!  

Open House, every Tuesday 
mums and tots gather at the 
vicarage for refreshments and 
chat.  The numbers have been a 
bit up and down.

WEBS Alpha 
WEBS Alpha 2019, was held in 
Bozeat Church Hall, and attracted 
8 guests from Bozeat and 
Wollaston.  Alpha 2020 is being 
planned to take place at St Mary’s 
Wollaston starting with the 
Introduction Supper on Tuesday 
22nd September and running 
every Tuesday evening thereafter. 
The Holy Spirit Away Day will be 
on Saturday 7th November and is 
open to anyone who has recently 
completed Alpha but missed out 
on their away day.

Experience Easter 
This was unfortunately cancelled 
due to COVID-19.

WEBS Sizewell Weekend - Has 
had to be sadly cancelled.

Taste & See a holiday club for the 
elderly in our area. Last year we 
returned to Bozeat and it felt like a 
helpful event for those that came.

Linda & Chris Brett



BOZEAT & E.MAUDIT 
CHURCH BELL RINGERS
We currently have a core band of 
11 ringers with a weekly practice 
in Bozeat Thursday evenings. 

Our major achievement this year 
has been the recruitment and 
training of three new ringers.  Our 
learners rang together, unaided, 
for the first time on Armistice Day 
at both Bozeat and Easton 
Maudit.   We are planning a 
similar recruitment and training 
event this year to bring more new 
ringers into the belfry.

We have maintained a Sunday 
service band throughout the year, 
ringing at Bozeat for Sunday 
morning services and at Easton 
Maudit for some special 
occasions, although we are still 
conscious that we do not ring 
Easton Maudit bells enough.  We 
rang for all weddings that required 
bells through the year.  We have 
hosted the Peterborough 
Diocesan Guild on one occasion. 

From a maintenance perspective, 
new ropes have been procured 
for Bozeat from Mendip Ropes for 
the 1 & 2.   Easton Maudit bells 
have been routinely oiled.

Tony Manktelow,
Tower Captain.

FINANCE

General Fund – The bulk of the 
transactions are mainly similar to 
last year.  Regular giving has 
decreased, mainly due to death of 
parishioners over the year 2019 
and we did not have as many 
wedding and funeral fees.  
Income from the chair donations 
are included this year which were 
a one off. 
From the General Fund, we pay 
£510 a term, plus expenses 
towards the Open Door Youth 
Club .  This is paid to the Youth 
work account (run now by 
Wollaston).  It is paid in advance 
to enable payment of staff.
The Gas and Electricity 
accounts have been changed 
over this year to a new supplier 
who offered a better rate.  
However, we have had to wait a 
long time for the first invoices 
from them, which will be paid out 
in 2020.  As we have a new 
heating system, the gas bill 
should be heavier anyway to keep 
us warm.
Parish Share - £18100 out of 
£21731 requested was sent to 
Peterborough  last year towards 
our Parish Share.  This was 
£2100 up on the payment of the 
year before, but this was sent 
from reserves, not extra income.  
This has left the bank balance at 



the end of year much lower than 
we would normally keep.  Should 
extra funds come in to the 
General Fund, we will try to 
maintain / increase the total sent 
towards Parish Share for 2020.  
 Restoration Fund – We received 
a grant of £2000 from the Laing 
Trust towards the refurbishment of 
the new heating system which is 
now paid for and working very 
well.  We have opened a new 
HSBC bank account and the 
Lloyds accounts will be closed 
now at the earliest opportunity 
keeping all funds together 
enabling internet banking.
Chancel Fund – as per last year. 
There has been three insurance 
payments transferred, from the 
GF, to the Chancel Fund. The 
payment is approximately 30%  of 
the church insurance and the 
Chancel equates to 30%  of the 
church. There has been no other 
Chancel related expenditure.   
 Flower Fund – as last year. 
There has been an advance 
payment of £125 made to the 
Pastoral Minister,  from the RF, to 
fund gifts of flowers  to be given to 
those in need over the 2019/20 
year. Receipts for all gifts made in 
the previous year are included in 
the RF expenditure fund. 
 Church Hall – the normal hall 
income and expenditure is 
broadly similar to last year. Chris 
and Linda Brett now look after the 

hall bookings and issue receipts 
for payments.  George Sharratt 
carries out the accounting 
function at present.   Sue will be 
taking over banking and 
overseeing the accounts when 
they are finally shown on the 
internet.  Issues again with the 
bank setting this function up.
Café Connections/Little 
Connections – income and 
expenditure broadly similar to last 
year,  all cash balances cleared.    
Café Connections as a group now 
closed, but the account will 
remain open to use for Little 
Connections to use for the year 
and personal money should not 
need to be used.
Bank Account – After many 
meetings at HSBC in 
Northampton we now have the 
facility for internet banking for 
General Fund, Restoration Fund, 
(transfers still to be done from 
Lloyds), Café Connections 
Account.  We still wait for the 
Church Hall accounts to be made 
live for internet payment and 
monitoring.  
Stewardship:  A stewardship 
campaign was launched towards 
the end of 2019 to encourage 
regular giving.  We have an 
Envelope scheme (for weekly 
donations) , and a Standing Order 
scheme for regular donations 
through the bank.  If anyone 
would like to join either scheme, 
please see Sue Wagstaff who will 



help with this.  We are able to 
claim Gift Aid on regular giving, 
and that really helps our income 
for the year. 
Sue Wagstaff  Treasurer  

FABRIC
There has been a lot of 
maintenance jobs carried out both 
inside and outside of the building 
this year. Most things are normal 
items that any building requires.  
A number of small repairs have 
been carried out on things like 
candelabra and some woodwork 
in the pews.

The new heating system is in 
good working order, the kitchen is 
almost finished and we have new 
chairs.  The Vestry has been 
cleared of a number of surplus 
electrical pieces of equipment and 
there is only the map drawer to 
replace.  The Baptism board lists 
need to be displayed in a way that 
is in keeping. 

All-in-all I believe the church is in 
a better position than it was at the 
start of the period and stands 
ready for the next stage in its life.

Bob Russel 
Fabric Officer

2nd Bozeat (St Mary’s) 
Scout Group  
Beavers have been busy and are 
looking forward to camping with 
the rest of the group later in the 
year.

Cubs have been busy meeting a 
guide dog and having fun with all 
of the badge work that has been 
going on.

Scouts meet with their varied 
programme and are looking 
forward to the better weather so 
they can get back outside. 

The scout group is currently 
suspended but moving forward 
more leaders will be needed in 
order to keep the groups thriving.

Sue Wagstaff

CHURCH HALL
The Hall continues to support the 
regular user groups and the wide 
range of events.  A lot of work 
goes into keeping the hall open 
and available for the community 
to use and as usual my thanks go 
to all the volunteers who continue 
to help support and maintain the 
H a l l . T h e p r o g r a m m e o f 
maintenance includes the 5 yearly 
electrical test and inspection.  



The PCC is committed to keeping 
the hall open as long as it can be 
maintained.  A notice in Bozeat 
Matters has drawn a number of 
people who are willing to help us 
in this task.   We hope to make a 
s t a r t o n t h e n e c e s s a r y 
renovations as soon as possible, 
including renewing the roof which 
has been possible from fund 
r a i s e d f r o m h i r i n g a n d a 
substantial grant from WBC. 

T h e h i r e f e e i n c o m e h a s 
increased over last year and the 
overall expenditure is lower due to 
not having any Working Group 
expenditure. The overall utility 
costs continue to increase, and 
they remain the largest overhead 
cost in running the hall. In the 
latter half of 2019 we changed our 
electricity supplier which should 
result in lower costs in 2020.
T h e c l o s i n g b a l a n c e i s 
£26,911.46. 
                                
George Sharratt

LOOKING AHEAD

The vision of St Mary’s is to grow 
numerically across all age groups 
especially among younger people.  
The development of much of St 
Mary’s ‘activities’ over the last 4 
years reflects this.  There has 
been much change and I am 
aware this has not always been 
easy - change is very challenging.  
But I am convinced it is right if the 
church in Bozeat is to continue to 
grow and thrive into the future.

On a personal note, it is highly 
likely that this will be my last few 
months within this benefice.  It is 
and has been an utter privilege to 
walk this part of the journey with 
you - thank you for prayer, 
friendship & your courage.  

Every Blessing,
Revd Dawn Airey

The Anglican church in Bozeat is part of the WEBS Benefice with 
the following anglican churches in the area: Wollaston, Easton 
Maudit and Strixton; and part of the Dicocese of Peterborough, 
see www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk
http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk

